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Elderly n,an saved from losing his hon,e 
Last year, just three days before Christmas, a 

68-year-old North Philadelphia man returned home

and found an eviction notice on his front door. The

mortgage company had foreclosed on his house.

The man-whom we will call Mr North to protect

his identity-nearly fell apart. This was his family

home, in which he'd been raised. He'd always hoped

his children would

inherit the house

after his death.

Four years 

ago, he'd taken out 

a home-equity loan 

to do repairs, but he 

became sick from 

AIDS, had to quit 

his job and couldn't 

make the payments. 

On the advice of a 

family friend, Mr 

North filed for 

bankruptcy to stop 

a sheriffs sale. But, unbeknownst to him, the sher­

iffs sale took place anyway, and a sheriffs deputy 

slapped the eviction notice on the house. 

Mr North turned to the AIDS Law Project 

for help. His case at first seemed hopeless, recalls 

AIDS Law Project Managing Attorney Yolanda 

French Lollis (pictured above left), who took the file 

home and studied it. Still, she pursued the case 

along with Housing Attorney Carolyn Silver (center) 

and Paralegal Lakeya Chambers (right). 

"I couldn't stop thinking about this 68-year­

old man with AIDS who was about to lose his 

childhood home," says Yolanda. "When I put together 

the chronology of what happened, I realized the 

mortgage company had repossessed the house illegally. 

When a debtor files bankruptcy, an injunction called 

an 'automatic stay' is issued, which puts the brakes on 

any action against the debtor so that he has breathing 

room to get his act together without being harassed by 

creditors." 

Yolanda wrote 

the mortgage 

company, explaining 

that it had violated 

the automatic stay by 

taking Mr North's 

house. The company 

didn't respond. So 

the AIDS Law 

Project filed a law­

suit. Winter passed, 

then spring, with 

negotiations dragging 

on. Mr North still 

had no resolution. Finally, this summer, the mortgage 

company agreed to a set a new payment schedule that 

allows Mr North to repay the loan in five years. Now 

he has peace of mind, knowing that his children will 

inherit the family home. 

"The law is on the client's side, but if he doesn't 

know how to use the law, he isn't protected," says 

Yolanda. "Mr North wasn't trying to not pay his bills­

he just got behind in his payments and things got out 

of control. 

"That's why we're here-to help vulnerable 

people regain control over their lives." 












