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Good Counsel is published 
seasonally by the AHJS Law 
Project for our friends, 
volunteers and cotleagues 
committed to protecting 
the rights of peaple with HN 
and AHJS. The AHJS Law 
Project provides free legal 
services to nearl:y 1,800 peaple 
with HNI AHJS each year, 
most of whom are low-income 
and have nowhere el5e to 
turn for help. We help peaple 
navigate the legal system, the 
weljare system, the housing 
system and the worlds of public 
and private insurance. We 
provide education and 
training to thousands of 
professional5 who work with 
peaple with AHJS. 

Ronda B. Goldfein, Esq., the 
AIDS Law Project's new executive 
director, well remembers the cold, 
abrupt way a longtime friend learned he 
had HIV disease. He had gone for 
routine blood work to prepare for minor 
plastic surgery, was tested for HIV 
without his knowledge, then got a phone 
call saying: ''Your appointment is 
cancelled. You have HN. Good luck." 

It was more than a decade ago, 
and Ronda had been working in large 
law firms doing personal injury defense, 
first in New York and then in 
Wilmington But the work was 
unfulfilling, and in 1992 she quit to do 
some soul searching. 

About that time, Ronda saw a 
notice in the paper: The AIDS Law 
Project was hosting a brown-bag lunch to 
recruit volunteer attorneys. Ronda 
attended the event, and soon began 
volunteering, handling intake calls and 
representing clients, working alongside 
the agency's two full-time staff members. 

"Almost immediately, I felt this 
was what I needed to do. This was a real 
connection to people's lives," recalls 
Ronda, who recently was appointed to 
the agency's top job after Nan Feyler 
resigned to pursue academic interests. 

"It was clear to me," adds Ronda, 
"that there is an ebb and flow to life, that 

·�. we all need help at some point, and the
person who needs help today may be able 
to help someone else tomorrow. And that's 
what it means to be in a community." 

Ronda also was drawn to the 
cutting-edge nature of the work. "These 
were issues the law had not addressed 
yet. The needs of clients were changing 
every day as the illness was unfolding 
around us. We were really part of a 
moment." 

Since those early months of 
volunteer work, Ronda has become 
recognized through appearances in 
national magazines and seminars and 
has helped steer the AIDS Law Project 
into the forefront of AIDS advocacy. She 
is widely regarded as a tenacious lawyer 
who gets results for her clients with HIV 
and AIDS. 
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