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AIDS Law Project delivers again
on a transplant case

The initial call from Robert Burrowes Jr.
to the AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania
last November was merely speculative. The
46-year-old did not think he really needed
the help of a public-interest law firm, as he
and his partner had the resources to hire a
private attorney.

But within weeks, Burrowes contacted
the AIDS Law Project again, because —
like William Jean Gough, for whom the
AIDS Law Project successfully appealed a
liver transplant denial in 2004 — he had
discovered that when you are HIV-positive
and Medicare has denied your request for an
organ transplant, there is almost nowhere
else to go.

When the case made its way to Public
Benefits Attorney Asha Ramachandran, she
learned that Burrowes, a former professional
chef who lives in Wayne, had been HIV-
positive since 1987 and had hepatitis B since
1988. For many years, his antiretroviral treat-
ment for HIV had kept his hepatitis under
control, but, when the HIV regimen changed,
Burrowes developed chronic liver disease
requiring weekly therapy at the Hospital of
the University of Pennsylvania. Eventually,
Burrowes” doctor told him that a liver trans-
plant was the only hope for reversing his
deteriorating condition.

In August 2009, Burrowes went to the
Thomas E. Starzl Transplantation Institute
at the University of Pittsburgh for a full
medical review by the transplant team. By
Aug. 26, all of the tests and reports had
come back in support of a liver transplant
at the earliest possible date. As Burrowes was
preparing himself for the transplant, the
hospital’s finance department sent him a
notice of non-coverage stating that “Medicare
is without guidelines for a liver transplant in
the presence of HIV infection.”

Burrowes appealed this decision to an
independent review organizarion that con-
tracts with Medicare to review appeals.
In mid-September, the reviewers ruled
that the “proposed admission was not medi-
cally necessary.” As his need was clear and
the transplant was in no way experimental,
Burrowes began to wonder if the system was
“just trying to stall me so that I'm dead so
[they] don’t have to pay for it.”

Ramachandran just 12 days to prepare
for the appeal hearing. Although she had
never done a Medicare appeal hearing
before, with the dedicated assistance of
Certified Legal Intern Charles Bruce,
Ramachandran prepared her case.

The national Center for Medicare Advocacy
also helped Ramachandran get up to speed
with its significant and invaluable assistance
on both substantive and procedural issues.

Public Benefits Attorney Asha Ramachandran with Robert Burrowes Jr., who was awaiting a new liver.

In November, Burrowes filed a second
appeal that was also denied, although
this time, the reviewers agreed that the
procedure was medically necessary. In
December, Burrowes filed a Request
for Hearing before an Administrative
Law Judge. An expedited hearing was
scheduled for February, giving attorney

Ramachandran submitted a pre-hearing
memorandum to the judge quoting the
American Journal of Transplantation’s
February 2008 issue, that “improvements
inhumanimmunodeficiency virus (HIV)-
associated mortality make it difficult to
deny transplantation based on futility.”
Ramachandran argued that since the

LIVER, continued on Page 4
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Good Counsel is published semiannually by
the AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania for our
friends, volunteers and colleagues committed to
protecting the rights of people with HIV/AIDS.

The AIDS Law Project works on nearly 2,000
legal matters a year, nearly all from people with
HIV/AIDS, many of whom have nowhere else
to turn for help. We help people navigate the
legal system, the welfare system, the housing
system and the worlds of public and private
insurance. We provide education and training
to thousands of professionals who work with
people with HIV/AIDS.

MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUIEIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

Sometimes, our clients have to plead to save their
lives. Even if they shouldn’t have to.

That’s exactly what happened to one of our clients,
the subject of Good Counsel’s cover story. His doctor told him that his only hope for
survival after years of chronic liver disease was receiving a new organ. A team of specialists
at the transplant center reviewed and cleared him, which put him on the transplant list.

Then the hospital’s financial office said ‘no.” Medicare has no guidelines for HIV-
positive organ recipients, so they feared the center wouldn’t get paid for the procedure.

We appealed on behalf of the client — and won.

‘No, of course, is a word our
clients hear all too often. As in, “No,
you can’t have this medication that
will prolong your life because you're
not covered.”

Or, “No, you can’t live here because you have AIDS.” Or, “No, I won't keep your
HIV status confidential because I don’t think I have to.”

Good Counsel, by e-mail
~ Want to receive Good Counsel electronically?
Send your e-mail address to tiffahy.hair@aidslawpa.org.

But ‘no,’ in large part, is why the AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania exists. We fight,
every week, to turn some ‘no’ into a ‘yes.” Most of the time, we're successful. Sometimes
we're not. But that just motivates us to work harder.

We're lucky to be able to boast of a string of successes, including defeating other
insurance denials. Some are based on ignorance, others on outright bias. In our recent
client’s case, the issue was money, or more precisely, a lack of understanding of how
Medicare works, what it will pay for and what it won't.

So part of our advocacy is education, explaining that people with HIV retain their
rights, including the right to a medically appropriate liver transplant, despite their diagnosis.
And we expect to be in this business for the long haul.

We do the good work of keeping people in their homes, getting them life-saving
benefits, and helping them prepare for the future. We do this as our caseloads steadily
increase, and the dollars to do battle dwindle.

The reason we continue on is that our work affirms our clients’ lives. Our work says
to the powers-that-be that someone like our liver-transplant client is entitled to fair and
equal treatment. And when clients are met with resistance or misunderstanding, we will

plead for them. Especially because they shouldn’t have to.

Remember us at workplace giving time.
When you donor-designate in your workplace giving campaign, remember your

neighbors served by the AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania.

United Way of SE PA Specific Care Option #09067
Combined Federal Campaign Donor Option #36027




FRIENDS DON'T LET FRIENDS LOSE
THEIR HOUSING

Harry (not his real name) retired at 50,
which mightbe the dream forsome. Forhim, itwas
a necessity.

Harry had already had two heart attacks
before symptoms of HIV/AIDS qualified him for
Social Security Disability benefits. ButHarrycould
not retire to a balmy clime where he could play golf
every day. Instead, he was just glad to be under
a roof provided by the Philadelphia Housing
Authority (PHA).

Harry, a 59-vyearold former hospital
administrative assistant, was a model tenant —
reporting drug dealing and other illegal activities
in his cluster of homes.

Imagine his surprise, then, when the
PHA tried to evict him in February 2010 for
having an unauthorized occupant in his unit.
Luckily, he knew whom to call: the AIDS Law
Project of Pennsylvania. Over the years, Harry
had come to consider the AIDS Law Project
a safe place where he did not feel ashamed
or stigmatized because he was living with HIV.

Harry's file landed on the desk of Certi-
fied Legal Intern Juan Baez, who looked into the
PHA's allegations.He found that PHA began
eviction proceedings as a result of the
arrest of Harry’s one-time friend “Bill.”

Harry was saddened to hear that, | |
but not too surprised. He had had trouble: |
with Bill before. ;

The two had met in 2004 and .
had an amicable relationship for a couple
years. Then, in 2006, Harry decided they
should part ways. Bill would not accept that
decision, however, and began stalking Harry.
Eventually, after Bill assaulted him, Harry sought
a Protection From Abuse order in May 2007. But
Bill was still making trouble for Harry by using Har
ry's address as his own. In fact, Bill managed to
obtain a driver’'s license with Harry's address.

In April 2008, Bill violated the protection
order and Harry called the police. The police
arrested Bill and noted that the address on his
license was in PHA housing. The PHA was
informed of the arrest of someone who suppes
edly lived in one of the agency’s units, and the
housing agency began the process to evict Harry.

On April 16, 2010, Juan represented Harry
at a hearing. Several of Harry's neighbors came
to support him, bringing with them a petition of
support signed by other tenants.

Juan’s presentation to the arbitrator
focused on Harry’'s vulnerability and on the “spec
ulative” nature of the PHA evidence. Juan told the
arbitrator that “terminating his lease, his shelter,
cannot be taken lightly,” given Harry’s age, income
and lack of employment. He also pointed out that
it was because Harry had called the police that the
PHA learned of Bill, hardly the act of one who was
trying to conceal an unauthorized occupant.

Juan’s arguments and the support of
Harry’s neighbors swayed the arbitrator. The
eviction proceedings were stopped and Harry
returned to his unit, mindful that his troublesome
“friend” was gone but reassured that he had a
reliable ally in the AIDS Law Project.

A HELPING HAND FOR THE BESET & BEWILDERED

For many AIDS Law Project clients, troubles never arrive singly - they bring
the whole family of misfortunes with them. Take the case of Lorraine.

Lorraine is 47 years old and has HIV, breast cancer and high blood pressure.
In the summer of 2009, Lorraine called the AIDS Law Project because she had gotten
a letter from Pennsylvania’s Department of Public Welfare (DPW) advising her of a
reduction to her food-stamp benefit.

Certified Legal Intern Vinh Su appealed the reduction to an administrative
law judge. In August, Certified Legal Intern Deborah Richman took over from Vinh.

In early October, Deborah was advised by DPW that Lorraine’s food stamps amount
would not be reduced.

Meanwhile, Lorraine was also having problems with the Social Security
Administration (SSA). According to the SSA, Lorraine had not reported her income
from a job she held years earlier, although Lorraine contended that she called three
times to tell them she had a job. Despite Lorraine’s protests, SSA determined that
Lorraine had been overpaid and planned to withhold all of her monthly disability
payments to pay off her overpayment.

Instead, Debhorah was able to negotiate a repayment plan in which only $20
a month would be deducted from Lorraine’s check. But when SSA

entered the $20-a-month repayment plan into its system it triggered
another erroneous reduction to Lorraine's food stamps.
Deborah was able to determine that

the source of the problem was a computer

glitch that prevented DPW's computer soft

ware from correctly interpreting SSA’'s data.

The DPW software mistakenly interpreted

. the repayment plan as though Lorraine was ineli
N gible for food stamps. By January, DPW resolved

the problem.

In the six months that it took to
straighten out these problems, the legal
team found other ways to help Lorraine.
Her budget revealed that she was paying

NAVIGATING
THE SYSTEM $25amonth for Medicare Part D cover
age, which Public Benefits Attorney Asha

Ramachandran thought was too high. In December, Certified Legal Intern Charles
Bruce switched Lorraine to a similar plan that was available without cost.

Lorraine’s budget also devoted 10 percent of her monthly income to paying
off student loans and credit-card debt. The team is now working on discharging
Lorraine's student loans and negotiating with the other creditors to ease her current
financial burden.

SSA TAKES AND — WITH MONTHS OF CONVINCING — GIVES BACK

Certified Legal Intern Gabbie Nirenburg was assigned a case in her first
few days at the AIDS Law Project last August that called upon not just her legal skills
but also her stamina. Ricardo (not his real name) had sought help from the AIDS Law
Project because his Social Security payments had abruptly dropped after the Social
Security Administration (SSA) decided that it had previously overpaid him by $3,000.
It was true, as the SSA had said, that the 60-year-old West Philadelphian had worked
as a janitor in a prior year. But the agency’s allegation that Ricardo had never given
it a copy of his pay stub was false.

Gabbie started the process by filing a Request for Waiver of Overpayment
Recovery with the SSA. Next, she called the SSA to convince the agency that it should
stop tapping Ricardo’s monthly check until the waiver request was decided. The SSA
agreed and Ricardo got his full check again.

Then the SSA again started taking out $5 a month. Gabbie again got the
agency to stop. Then it happened again, and again and again. Every other month for
seven months, Gabbie had to get back on the telephone to renegotiate the same deal.

The AIDS Law Project requested a personal conference with the SSA to
discuss the waiver request. Gabbie accompanied the client along with Public
Benefits Attorney Asha Ramachandran. At the conference, Gabbie had to prove
hoth that Ricardo was not at fault in causing the overpayment, and that he could
not afford to make any payments. Convinced by the evidence put before it, the SSA
granted the waiver and paid back all the money it had deducted from Ricardo’s
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LIVER, continued from cover

Medicare guidelines don’t exclude an HIV-
positive person from a liver transplant, the
person is covered.

At the hearing, the judge immediately agreed
with Ramachandran and ruled that Medicare
would cover the costs of Burrowes’ transplant.

Despite winning, Ramachandran has con-
p “r ko g . o o
cerns. “This is a ruling for this particular
patient,” she said, “but how many other
patients have to suffer like Mr. Burrowes?”
She noted that the appeals process has
. pp p1g
taken six months of Burrowes’ life. If he
had been put on the transplant waiting list
when first approved by the transplant team,
he might have a new liver by now.
g Vi

“Thank God, I'm relatively well-educated
and have a good support system,” said Bur-
rowes, looking back on the last few months.
“It’s very easy when you're not feeling good,
to not want to deal with it,” he added.

Nevertheless, Burrowes is happy that he is
now officially on the list for a transplant,

In fact, early last month he learned that he
had been moved to the top of the transplant
list and had moved to Pitesburgh to await the
day he could receive a new liver — and a new
lease on life.

Now available:
New edition of public
benefits manual

The 2010 edition of The AIDS Law Project
of Pennsylvania’s HIV/AIDS Public Benefits
Advocacy Manual is now available.

The manual is a detailed, comprehensive
and easy-to-use guide to eligibility for
public benefits Each
chapter provides detailed descriptions,

in  Pennsylvania.

flow charts, advocacy tips and examples
for advocates to ensure prompt approval
of public benefit applications.

Topics include Social Security benefits,
general TANF,
assistance, Healthy Horizons, Healthy
Beginnings, “Spend Down,” Medicaid
AIDS waiver, Medicare, food stamps,
special pharmaceutical benefits (SPBP),
immigrant eligibility and criminal-record

assistance, medical

eligibility issues.

Topurchaseyourcopy,contactthe AIDS Law
Project of Pennsylvania at 215-587-9377
or visit www.aidslawpa.org.

A dental settlement to smile about

Imagine being in excruciating pain for months because of an infected tooth that no one would
treat. That is exactly what led one central Pennsylvania man with HIV, who receives Medicaid, to
become a client of the AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania.

In spring 2009, Mr. Smith (not his real name) went to a hospital emergency room seeking treat-
ment for a toothache. The emergency room didn’t provide routine dental care, and Mr. Smith was
told to find a dentist. After weeks of searching for a dentist that would accept Medicaid, Mr. Smith
returned to the emergency room for relief. This time, he came away with the name of a dentist
whom he was assured accepted Medicaid.

Mr. Smith called the dentist.
“Yes,” the voice at the other end of the phone reassured him, the dentist accepted Medicaid.

“Yes,” said the voice again when Mr. Smith asked if the dentist was accepting new patients.
But as soon as he mentioned that he was HIV positive, Mr Smith was told, “We don’t have the
facilities for that,” followed by a swift hang-up.

Mr. Smith contacted his case manager, Stephanie Lloyd of the AIDS Resource Alliance in
Williamsport, Pa. Lloyd, skeptical that such blatant discrimination continues to occur, called the
dentist herself. “Hi! Are you accepting new patients who receive Medicaid?” she asked of the
person who answered the phone.

“Yes” came a slow and cautious reply, followed by, “Did you — or somebody — just call here?”
“My client called and he's HIV-positive,” said Lloyd.
“We don't have the facilities to handle that,” repeated the voice before hanging up again.

In response to that brush-off, the AIDS Resource Alliance agreed to pay for a dentist for Mr.
Smith, but between authorizing the expense and the new dentist's schedule, an appointment
was not set for more than two weeks later. By that time, the infection was so entrenched that
pulling the tooth posed a serious health risk because of his compromised immune system.
Mr. Smith spent 10 more painful days on antibiotics before the tooth could be extracted.

The AIDS Resource Alliance also urged Mr. Smith to call the AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania.
Last summer, the matter landed on the desks of Deputy Managing Attorney Cathryn Miller-
Wilson and Certified Legal Intern Jane Nylund, now a third-year student at Villanova University
School of Law. In the fall, Certified Legal Intern Marisa Barriere took over Nylund's cases and
filed an AIDS-discrimination complaint with the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission.

With the AIDS Law Project at Mr. Smith's side, the dentist agreed to compensate him for his
pain and suffering. Miller-Wilson also demanded that the dental office train its employees on a
non-discrimination policy at regular intervals, as well as distribute materials and post signs
about the policy in the waiting area. In a final act of fairness, the dentist agreed to reimburse
the AIDS Resource Alliance for its payment to the dentist who treated Mr. Smith.

Despite his long ordeal, the AIDS Law Project’s client is, once again, all smiles.

Mark July 16 with an ‘X’ — our annual
summer movie party

WHEN: 6 p.m. Friday, July 16, for beer, wine
and hors d'oeuvres (included in ticket price);
movie starts at 7:30 p.m.

Center City's coolest
warm-weather fundraiser returns!

Join us for a Secret Cinema screening of
“Madame X" (1966), starring Lana Turner,
John Forsythe, Ricardo Montalban, Burgess
Meredith, and Keir Dullea.

Turner plays Holly, a rich wife neglected by
her diplomat hubby (Forsythe). She's wrongly
accused of murdering the playboy (Montalban)
with whom she was having a torrid affair. To
protect her young son, Holly runs away, hiding
in an underworld of debauchery. She’s tricked
into returning home by a so-called friend (Mere-
dith), who blackmails her family by threatening
to reveal her true identity. Holly kills the cad in
self-defense, is arrested, and - irony of ironies
- her defense lawyer is her own son (Dullea),
who doesn't recognize her. Vowing to shield
him to the bitter end, she identifies herself only
as ... “Madame X.” Scandalous!

WHERE: Digitas Health, 11th floor of the
Wanamaker Building (100 Penn Square East)
in Philadelphia, just east of City Hall.

PRICE: $20 per person (minimum donation).

To buy tickets or inquire about sponsorship
opportunities, call 215-587-9377, or purchase
tickets online at www.aidslawpa.org.

We are thankful for the continued generosity
of Digitas Health (www.digitashealth.com)
and Jay Schwartz of Secret Cinema (www.
thesecretcinema.com) in making this event
possible. Madame X is an official screening
of Philadelphia QFest, the largest LGBT film
festival on the East Coast (www.qfest.com).




AIDS LAW PROJECT OF PENNSYLVANIA

TYPES OF SERVICES REQUESTED

Housing, landlord/tenant and utllities
Legal Services in 2009 427 cages (22K)
We helped 1,343 people with 1,955 legal
matters. 94 percent of requests for help
come from people with HIV/AIDS, while the
remaining 6 percent comes from friends
and family, case managers, attorneys,
healthcare workers, students, employers Public and private benefits
: 616 cases (31%)
and others. Overall, 74 percent of all clients
live within Philadelphia County. Many clients
have multiple issues.

Financial, Including foreclosure
374 cases (19%)

=~ Wills and personal estate
139 cases (7%)

Discrimination

97 cases (5%)

Criminal records resolution
94 cases (5%)
Confidentiality and testing

68 cases (3%)

Identification documents
41 cases (2%)

Standby guardianshlp and family law
37 cases (2%)

Miscellaneous
11 cases (1%)

Personal injury
17 cases (1%)

Immigration
34 cases (2%)

OUR ANNUAL WORKLOAD CLIENTS BY AGE

Existing
468 (24%)

Unreported mwi— 74 (5.51%)

>49

143 (32.99%)

40-49 —— 536 (39.21%)

f—— 205 (15.26%,

W 71 (5.29%)

1049 | f— 0 (< 1%)
New cases o

1,487 (76%) B <10 ——5(s1%)

30-39

20-29

RACE AND ETHNICITY CLIENTS BY GENDER

Other/mixed race

Transgender Unreported
Hispanic 8 (1%)

134 (10%) 20 (1%) 10 (1%)
Unreported

29N Female
437 (33%)

Native American/
Alaskan
41 (3%)

Caucasian

335 (25%) African American

726 (54%) Male
876 (65%)



raltian with Aiv gets temporary reprieve on removai

The Jan. 12 earthquake that devastated
much of southern Haiti and left an estimated
230,000 people dead also has had political
aftershocks for many Haitans living in
America, including a client of the AIDS Law
Project of Pennsy]vzmia.

Ms. T, who has been HIV-positive since
1997, left her mother and extended family in
Haiti for Miami in 1992. Upon arrival, she
applied for asylum and received a work permit,
eventually moving to the Philadelphia area.
Over the past 14 years, she has worked at a
job with health benefits sufficient to manage
her HIV and has raised a daughter who, since
she was born here, is an American citizen.

However, Ms. T’s life in America seemed

Attorney Yolanda French Lollis says of
representing Ms. T in removal proceedings.
Losing would have condemned Ms. T to
return to a country where she would have
neither employment nor health care. Worse
yet was that she would have been separated
from her teenage daughter, who would have
remained behind in foster care.

On Jan. 15, three days after the earthquake,
Ms. T’s situation changed, if temporarily,
when Homeland Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano announced “temporary protected
status for Haitian nationals who were in the
United States as of January 12, 2010.”
Napolitano explained that the “designation
will allow eligible Haitian nationals in the

basis or without authorization will not
be subject to removal as long as there is no
functioning country to which they can return,
and provided that they do not have criminal
records,” according to the website of the
Immigration Policy Center of the American
Immigration Council (www.imigrationpolicy.
org) on March 13. Thereare currently 535,000
Haitian immigrants in the United States,
including 30,000 to 60,000 in Philadelphia.

Now, with the 18-month reprieve on removals
and the almost simultaneous ending of the
tederal travel ban (see story this page), Ms.
T and her daughter can continue to live their
American lives even as the AIDS Law Project
looks for a long-term solution.

United States to continue living and working
in our councry for the next 18 months.”

“This means that the 100,000-200,000
Haitian immigrants whom the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security estimates are
now in the United States on a temporary

built on an unstable foundation after her
application for ;lsy]um was denied in 2006
and there was no other basis to keep her
in this country under an old U.S. travel
ban on HIV-positive immigrants. “T did
not anticipate winning,” is all Managing

Job, Back to Work, and |

Federal HIV travel ban lifted Responsiiits.

By James L. Rosica m

and first quarter
ct offered many |

DS and the law,

It hasn’'t made sense for years.

TRAINEE DEMOGRAPHICS
October 2009-March 2010

Since 1987, the federal government has banned HIV-positive people from visiting or
immigrating to the United States. At the time, little was known about the virus that causes
AIDS, and officials decided HIV was a “communicable disease of public health significance.”

What a difference two decades makes. Shoationses
62 law student
Last November, the Obama administration ~ completing a process started under former Presi- 2 C”imz*u -

dent George W. Bush to lift the ban for HIV-positive temporary visitors to the United States - said
it would go further and completely remove HIV as a condition barring permanent-resident status.

30 medical students
76 case managers
20 other health professionals

Off-sjte locations :

New Cumberland, Pa.

This means medical screening for HIV will no longer be required for people who apply to ge
green cards. The decision went into full effect on Jan. 4, 2010. .

The move has far-reaching effects on people with HIV/AIDS, including reuniting families,

allowing people to come to the United States to escape repressive regimes, and permitting Danville, Pa.
adoptions of HIV-positive children that otherwise had been blocked. Cranberry, Pa.
Carlisle, Pa.

As Dr. Arlene Bardeguez, outgoing president of the HIV Medicine Association, told the
Associated Press last October: “This long-overdue move brings the U.S. in line with current
scientific and international standards of public health and will lessen the painful stigma and
discrimination suffered by HIV-positive people.

Various locations throughout Philadelphia

Most-requested _‘éppics

Standby Guardianship
Back to Work

Sponsors

“Good riddance to this discriminatory rule that had no basis in public health or sound
science,” she added.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) summed up the thinking behind the
decision: “Immigrants and refugees with HIV infection do not pose a risk to the public’s health by
entering the United States because HIV is preventable and is not spread through casual contact.”

Health Federation (a network of the community
health centers in Southeastern Pennsylvania)

University of Pennsylvania School of Law

Before the change in the law, people who wanted to come to the United States as green card . 7
holders had to submit to a medical examination. That included an HiV-antibody test. Drexel University Earle Mack School of Law

Applicants who tested positive for HIV became immediately ineligible for a green card Fenn State Loy

unless the government granted an HIV waiver. The tall barrier to getting a waiver was that the
applicant had to prove that she or he had enough money or health insurance to meet the cost
of treatment for HIV infection. That requirement is now moot.

Dickinson School of Law

Philadelphia Department of Public Health,
AIDS Activity Coordinating Office

Drexel University College of Medicine
ActionAIDS

Because the HIV travel ban has been lifted, the International AIDS Conference can now be
held in the United States. Scheduled for 2012 in Washington, D.C., the event brings together
“scientists, policy makers, program officials, HIV-positive individuals and others from all over
the world,” its web site said. No international HIV conference has been held in the U.S. since
1990 because of the ban, according to AIDSmap News.

* Two individuals identified themselves as clients. Among the
training attendees are others who choose not to publicly identify
themselves as AIDS Law Project clients or as living with HIV.




TAKE A SEMINAR, TAKE CONTROL

BACK TO WORK :
Your medications are working and you are ready to get a job. This semi-
nar covers the rules of returning to work, so you won't lose the benefits
that got you healthier in the first place. You will also learn how to im-
prove your credit rating with your new income.

Second Tuesday of the month, noon-2 p.m.

July 13  Aug 10 Sept.14 Oct.12 Nov.9  Dec.14

LEAVING YOUR JOB

Making a smooth transition from the working world onto disability takes
planning. This seminar lays out a step-by-step timeline so you know
what to expect when it's time to make the move. You will also learn how
to avoid some of the common debt pitfalls leaving a job can entail and
how to handle the debt you may take with you into retirement.

Second Wednesday of the month, noon-2 p.m.
July 14 Aug. 11 Sept.8 Oct.13 Nov.10 Dec.8

HOUSING: TENANTS’ RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Before you sign a lease or make a security deposit, learn what to expect
of your landlord and what your landlord can legally expect of you. This
program covers protecting and retrieving your deposit, record keeping,
qualifying for subsidies, dealing with utilities and all aspects of the land-
lord-tenant court process.

Second Thursday of the month, noon-2 p.m.
July 8 Aug. 12 Sept.9 Oct.14 Nov.11 Dec.9

Mayor appoints Goldfein to Police
Advisory Commission

Ronda Goldfein, executive director of the AIDS Law Project of
Pennsylvania, has been appointed by Philadelphia Mayor Michael
Nutter to the Police Advisory Commission, a 15-member civilian
oversight agency far the Philadelphia Police Department.

Goldfein was one of eight new members appointed by Nutter on
April 20 to serve an the commission, a volunteer board formed
in 1993 to, among other things, investigate complaints of
police misconduct.

“My appointment is clearly the result of the AIDS Law Project’s
reputation for fairness, trustworthiness and commitment to social
justice,” Goldfein wrote in a memo to the AIDS Law Project staff on
the day the appointment was announced.

In the first 11 months of 2009, the commission received 168
complaints, according to data on its website. In response to
allegations such as abuse of authority, the commission conducts
investigations, including hearings, and issues recommendations.
The commission's website is at www.phila.gov/pac.

Changes...

Welcome new board member

Stephanie Payne McBride joins the AIDS Law
Project of Pennsylvania board after lending her
time, talents and two older children to several of
our most successful fundraising events. A native
of Los Angeles, she is married to writer, musician
and friend of the AIDS Law Project, James
McBride, and lives in Bucks County. A professional
actor, Stephanie has appeared on stage in New York and in several
films including 7he Manchurian Candidate directed by another friend
of the AIDS Law Project, Jonathan Demme. Stephanie holds an MFA
in writing from Vermont College of Fine Arts and teaches creative

writing at The New School in New York City.

Welcome new staffer

James L. Rosica, Esq., one of the AIDS Law
Project’s first Drexel Law field clinic interns in
2008-09, has returned to the AIDS Law Project’s
fold as a part-time development associate. James,
who graduated last year and is now a licensed New
Jersey attorney, is assisting with fundraising, grant
writing and public relations, including refining
our Web presence. Before attending law school he was a newspaper
reporter in Pennsylvania and Florida from 1993 to 2005.

Congratulations

The AIDS Law Project staff has been busy in recent months

logging worthy achievements. Here are some highlights:

* Deputy Managing Attorney Cathryn Miller-Wilson wrote
“Becoming Poor: Stories of the Real ‘Safety Net  and the
Consequences for Middle America,” an article in the Quinnipiac
University School of Law Health Law Journal, Vol. 13, Number
1, at the end of 2009.

* In October 2009, Housing Staff Attorney Rafiah Davis joined
the board of Haven Youth Services Inc. This nonprofit provides

recreational, educational and social services to children who are
affected by, or infected with, HIV/AIDS.

* Finance Director Tiffany Hair has been raking in honors
as she completes her bachelor of arts degree at Rutgers
University-Camden. She was the recipient of the Osher Reentry
Scholarship, for people between 25 and 50 years old with
academic promise who experienced an interruption in their
education of five or more years. In addition, she received
the school’s Alumni Outstanding Adult Senior Award for
“a graduating adult student who has demonstrated ourtstanding
leadership and service to the campus.”

Congratulations to all.

... and bid farewell

Good Counsel, by e-mail

Want to receive Good Counsel electronically?
Send your e-mail address to tiffany.hair@aidslawpa.org.

Spring is a time of new starts, and Criminal Records Resolution
Paralegal Rochie Johnson will be keeping in step with the season as
he settles into a case-management position at the Philadelphia Health
Management Corporation. Meanwhile, bilingual Benefits Paralegal
Lauren Kluz-Wisniewski is finalizing her choice of law school for
this fall. Thanks to both of them for their service to the AIDS Law

Project. and best of luck with their new endeavors.
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Gifts received October 1, 2009 through March 31, 2010

Gifts of $15,000 or more
Kline & Specter

Gifts of $5,000 or more
Mavis Smith

Gifts of $1,000 to $4,999

John G. Barth

Panitch, Schwarze, Belisario & Nadel, LLP

Joseph & Marie Field

Bruce A. Finlayson

Donald Lewis

Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman
& Goggin

Philadelphia Contributionship

David Lee Preston & Ronda Goldfein

Michele Rosen

Harris & Bonnie Sklar

Gifts of $500 to $999

Alberta Bertolino

Edward T. Ciolko

Leon & Chesley Dorsey

David M. Fedor

Joann Leszczynsky

Jan Levine & Michael Zuckerman
Bernard K. Miller

Hans & Mary van den Berg

Gifts of $250 to $499

Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick
& Raspanti, LLP

John Blum

Barbara Cantor

Casa Buena Suerte

Susan Carherwood

Judge Ida Chen

Robert Cocco & Hee J. Kim

Megan Cook

Chatles A. Crawford

Dick & Judy Dilsheimer

Scott & Tina Dorfner

Patrick J. Egan

William & Anne Ewing

Family Planning Council of Southeastern
Pennsylvania

Fredric & Bea Goldfein

Gerald & Nadine Gushner

Bryan Hoffman

Linda Holliday

Alan & Sondra Isen

Alan & Pamela Kosansky

Leonard S. Malmud

Aretha Marshall

Judge Frederica Massiah-Jackson

Joseph Montella & James Dean

Karam Mounzer & Hala Eid

Dan Persico

Philadelphia FIGHT

Rochelle D. Quiggle

Levin Fishbein Sadran & Berman

Ira Sheres

Jane Shull

Robert & Rita Siegle

Patrick & Lauren Troy

David W. Webber

Bennett & Judie Weinstock

Joel Wind & Al Munzer

Gifts of $100 to $249

Sara L. Allen

Judge Daniel ]. Anders
Mark W. Ansley

Andrea Apter & Harry Chen

Richard D. Atkins

Eileen M. Baird

Andrea & Richard Barros

Frank & Sonia Bass

Ellen Berson Lee

Peter J. Bezrucik & William Gee
Robert & Gwynne Blum
Stephen C. Braverman

Neil Brecher

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Capital Reporting Company
Ezra Church

Jacob & Kim Cohn

Livia Corman

Steven Dinardo

Nicholas Economidis

Annie Edwards

James Epstein & Tom Hess
Martin & Kathleen Field

John Franchini

Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation
Meredith Galto

Teresa Gillen

Aaron Goldschmidt

Ira Gouterman

Estelle Greer

Timothy Harper & Michael Rutkowski
David H. Henry

Irving & Jane Herling

Nancy J. Hopkins

Peter Houle

Blase laconelli

Sandy Jones

State Rep. Babette Josephs
Stephen Kanovsky & Mary Wood
Heather & Andy Kaplan

Philip & Bunny Kendall

Carl Kopfinger & Stephen Weitzenhoffer

Donald & Vicki Kramer
Richard Kutner

Brian P. Lago

Michael R. Lawrence

Irwin S. Love

Edward Lundy

Cletus P. Lyman

William Madeira

Bruce Mann & Elizabeth Warren
Andrew Maykuth & Amy Blackstone
James 8¢ Stephanie McBride
Donald M. Millinger
Minster & Facciolo, LLC
Orleans Family Foundation
C. Denise Pressley

Claire H. Reichlin

Rojo’s Roastery

K. C. Roney

Curtis J. Roth

Ruotolo, Spewak & Co.
Andre Richard Salon

Paul Savage

Stephen Shaiman

James & Lesley Shepard
Nan Feyler & Lisa Shulock
Carolyn D. Silver

Navjeet & Gurcharan Singh
Aaron Skrypski

George Slawter

Susan B. Spencer

Janet Starwood

Sally G. Taussig

Ellen M. Tedaldi

Lenore Traband

Aileen Whitman

Brooke Willmes

Gifts of $50 to $99

Samuel & Marcy Love Abloeser

Paul Astor

Gene B. Bishop

Charlene F. D'Amore

Stephen Davis & Nina Hope

Leonard & Marlene Dubin

Ronald Ervais

Joseph Freedman

Peter Goldberger & Anna Durbin

Randall & Shitley Grass

Erlinda Hair

Sheila J. Henry

John Jerzak

Linda Jucovy

David Kairys 8 Antje Mattheus

Lea Keil & Eliot Garson

Eugene Klotz & Carole Netter

Larry Kovnat & Elissa Siegel

Patrice & Don LaJeunesse

Paul Lanrieri

Natalie Levkovich

Susan Lundy

Florence Marcus

Thomas Mendicino

Judith R. Peters

Melissa Rasman

Ann Ricksecker & David Gary

Joseph A. Ruzic

Inga Saffron & Ken Kalfus

Peter Schneider & Susan DeJarrett

Mary Schobert & Daniel Miller

Lewis & Melanie Sharps

Mary Spiritt Taylor

Judy Turetsky

The Inclusiveness Commission of the
Villanova University School of Law

Evelyn Williams

Gifis to $49

Lauren Barros

Fred J. Bostwick

Noah & Sebastian Coares
Mary Conley

Lorraine Curtis

D.S. Eberly & P.J. Lazos
Rudolph Edge

Jules Epstein

Henry G, Garfield
Jennifer Gerald
Goodsearch

Anthony (Amin) Harris
Gail & Henry Hauptfuhrer
Jack & Michal Hillman
The Jerzak Family

Zach & Susan Kassutto
Michael Lombardi
Lillian Lundy

Toby & Charles Lundy
Stuart & Tracy Lundy
Kenneth M. Lynn

Paul Rafail & Gregory Roth
Jaya Ramji-Nogales
Arlene Reiter

Jerry & Carole Rothstein
Dorothy Ruth

Randi G. Shayne
Danielle Shughart
Bernard S. Sobel

Joseph & Carole Sterling
Paul Uyehara & Mary Yee
Mindy Widman
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United Way

Gerald G, Alderfer
Christina E. Bach
Craig Russell Blackman
Kimberly Y. Chainey
Gary A. Clinton
Rasheen N. Davis Merritt
Charles Dougherty
Sara Jacoby

Evelina Johnson

Alan M. Lerner

Emily Levitt-Gopie
Antoinette Lynch
Kenneth M. Lynn
Diane McSweeney
Mary ]. Mullany
Douglas D. Nightengale
Latasha A. Rainey
Joseph E. Ronan, Jr.
Diane Taylor

Lonnie F. Walden
Richard M. Weinstein
Annette Whaley-Fowler
Robert L. Young

Combined Federal Campaign
Jay Dahlke

Valerie A. Gay-Johnson

Ashley E, Pyne

Jamie L. Rahn

Major Funders, Grants & Contracts
AIDS Activity Coordinating Office (AACO)
AIDS Fund
Claneil Foundation
Drexel University Earle Mack School of Law
First Hospital Foundation
Health Federation of Philadelphia
HIV Policy Collaborative of Pennsylvania:
* Action AIDS
¢ AIDS Community Alliance
¢ Berks AIDS Network
¢ Jewish Healthcare Foundation
* Prevention Point Pittsburgh
* REACH Program
Independence Foundation
Patricia Kind Family Foundation
Pennsylvania Department of Community
& Economic Development (DCED)
Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyers’ Trust
Accounts (IOLTA)
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Prevention Point Philadelphia

Gifts were made in memeory of
Bruce Flannery

Robert Franco

Sammy Gomez

Bernice Kosansky

Joseph E. McCarron

Ro Midgett

James D. Miron, Jr.
Halina & George Preston
Paul Stranix

Marc von Briel

Gifts were made in honor of
Joann Leszczynsky

Marvin Lundy

R. Paul Roecker & Mark Dray
Curtis ]. Roth

for the generous donation of their services.

Thanks to Aimee M. Miller, Brigitte Strain, Deborah L. Williams and Veritext National Court Reporting Company




