










  INSIDE THE AIDS LAW PROJECT

Farewell to 2023 Summer Interns
The AIDS Law Project is grateful for the outstanding 
assistance we got from our summer interns.

From left: Claire Ho Ferrance, a sophomore at Reed 
College; Lara Ormiston, a third year student at Tem-
ple University Beasley School of Law; Nora Casper, 
a second year student at Drexel University Thomas 
R. Kline School of Law; Jenna Centofanti, a second 
year student at Rutgers Law School; Kyle Mackey, a 
second year student at Temple Law.

Inset, from left: Thomas McGann, a second year stu-
dent at Temple Law; Victoria Adams, a second year 
student at Villanova University Charles Widger School 
of Law.

Managing Attorney Honored by City Bar
Yolanda French-Lollis, managing attorney of 
the AIDS Law Project, has been honored by the 
Philadelphia Bar Association as one of its “Bar 
Stars” for its Public Interest Section. Heather 
Hulit was also honored by the Section.

Mary Kate Kalinich, Public Interest Section 
Chair for 2023, wrote, “Both Yolanda and 
Heather have put in an incredible amount of 
work for the Section and we are so grateful for 
their willingness to volunteer their time.”

6  www.aidslawpa.org

Help Wanted: Housing Attorney
The AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania is seeking a staff attorney 
for its Housing Unit.

We have an energetic, high-volume Philadelphia-based housing 
practice that currently is staffed by an attorney and a paralegal. 
The staff attorney would be expected to manage a caseload in Phil-
adelphia County Landlord-Tenant Court. We give priority to cases 
that involve eviction defense, efforts to address unhealthful housing 
conditions and the preservation of subsidies for publicly assisted 
housing. In addition to maintaining an active Landlord-Tenant Court 
docket, the staff attorney would provide tenants’ rights and utility 
advice to people living with HIV throughout Pennsylvania.

The ideal candidate will have experience in legal services, prefera-
bly with a background in landlord-tenant law; courtroom and nego-
tiation experience; strong organizational and communication skills; 
and cultural competence and the ability to interact with individuals 
who are diverse in immigration status, race, class, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation and gender identity.

Salary is commensurate with experience. The AIDS Law Project 
offers a competitive benefits package.

Send resume and letter explaining your interest in helping people 
living with HIV to Juan M. Baez, Esq., deputy managing attorney at 
jbaez@aidslawpa.org.

Eric Pfleider
SERO Project staff members from across the U.S. 
and Mexico held a week-long retreat in the Poconos 
in October. They took a day to come to Philadelphia 
to meet with the AIDS Law Project and the Pennsyl-
vania HIV Justice Alliance. It was a reunion for many 
old friends and an opportunity to meet new ones.

ny in support of the motion at a 
hearing in January.

Dr. Montaner testified how 
HIV is transmitted and that broad 
scientific consensus is that saliva 
is not a route of transmission. In 
addition to crediting Dr. Mon-
taner’s testimony, the judge ref-
erenced recent changes to Penn-
sylvania law that demonstrate 
that the state legislature only in-
tends to criminalize conduct that 
could actually result in the trans-
mission of HIV.

“The judge ruled the man’s 

HIV status wasn’t relevant be-
cause saliva is not a route of 
transmission,” said Anna Kast -
ner, the AIDS Law Project’s SERO 
Project Fellow.

Although the decision does 
not set legal precedent because it 
was issued in a lower-level court, 
Anna said it still sends a mes-
sage, that paying attention to the 
science is a crucial element of a 
fair, legal proceeding.

“The decision also shows the 
value of an expert witness to de-
termine whether a defendant 
should be charged with a crime 
that is based on scientific find-
ings,” she said.

Ruling
Continued from Page 1
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rus to others, a concept popular-
ly framed as Undetectable=Un-
transmittable or U=U.

Treatment is prevention, and 
our new report needed to reflect 
that to be an effective tool for ed-
ucating lawmakers, prosecutors, 
defense attorneys, judges, and 
the public.

More than 50 organizations 
and individuals have already en-
dorsed The Weight of Science and 
we are seeking additional sup-
porters. To read the full report or 
to pledge support, go to the Pub-
lications page at www.aidslawpa.
org.

HIV criminalization disre-
gards science, ignores legal prin-
ciples of harm and punishment, 
undercuts public health initia-

tives, devalues risk reduction 
strategies for HIV prevention, 
and exacerbates stigma. Crimi-
nalization makes it more diffi-
cult for people living with HIV to 
disclose to partners and to access 
and stay in care. 

“The science developed over 
the more than 40 years since 
HIV was identified creates a clear 
path to prevent HIV transmission 
and ensure that people living 
with HIV do not face stigma and 
discrimination,” the report con-
cludes. “Relying on the weight of 
that science, instead of fear, will 
enable legislators, law enforce-
ment officers, policymakers, ed-
ucators, and advocates to stop 
HIV criminalization and end the 
HIV epidemic.”

Science
Continued from Page 7
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W H A T  W E  D O

The AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania is a nonprofit, 
public-interest law firm. We publish Good Counsel 
semiannually for our friends, volunteers and colleagues 
committed to protecting the rights of people with HIV 
and those at risk of HIV. Last year, we worked on about 
1,600 legal issues, nearly all from people with HIV. We 
help people navigate the legal system, the welfare 
system, the housing system, and the worlds of public and 
private insurance. We provide education and training to 
professionals who work with people living with HIV.

W H O  W E  A R E

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Aaron Skrypski, Esq. President
Bryn L. Michaels, Esq. Secretary
Avi Eden, Esq. Vice-president, Assistant  
 Treasurer
William J. Freshwater  Treasurer 

Ronda B. Goldfein, Esq. Kenny Jung-Taek Oh, MD, JD
Darlene Harris Finesse Ross 
Aretha Marshall Waheedah Shabazz-El 
Frank M. McClellan, Esq. Kim Silverman
 

STAFF
Ronda B. Goldfein, Esq. Executive Director
Yolanda French Lollis, Esq. Managing Attorney
Juan M. Baez, Esq. Deputy Managing Attorney
Jacob M. Eden, Esq. Senior Staff Attorney
Charlotte Hollander, Esq. Senior Staff Attorney
Adrian M. Lowe, Esq. Senior Staff Attorney
Anna Kastner SERO Project Fellow

Shamus Brennan, Esq. Staff Attorney
Gassoh Goba Data Entry Clerk
John C. Marrero Paralegal/Intake Advocate
SayBria Nelson Paralegal/Intake Advocate
Scriabin Rimerman, CPA Director of Finance
Arlene Vasquez Receptionist,
 Administrative Assistant
 

John J. Grogan, Esq. Of Counsel
Sarah Schalman-Bergen, Esq. Of Counsel 

Mark Spencer Editor/Writer
Paul Spencer Newsletter Designer

W H E R E  W E  A R E 

1211 Chestnut Street, Suite 600, Philadelphia, PA 19107
333 Laurel Oak Road, Voorhees, NJ 08043
Telephone: 215-587-9377 Fax: 215-587-9902
On the web: www.aidslawpa.org
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H O W  T O  H E L P
Remember us at workplace giving time. When you 
donor-designate in your workplace giving campaign, 
remember your neighbors served by the AIDS Law 
Project of Pennsylvania.

United Way of SEPA: Specific Care Option #09067
Combined Federal Campaign: Donor Option #36027

Ronda B. Goldfein, executive director of the AIDS Law Project, met 
with the PA Thrive Partnership in Erie and remotely from rural loca-
tions in October. The Partnership has been helping those living with 
HIV lead active and productive lives for more than 30 years. Its highly 
trained and compassionate staff serves 25 counties in northwest and 
north-central Pennsylvania.

Partners in the Cause



Gifts received April 1, 2023 through September 30, 2023

O U R  F U N D E R S  A N D  D O N O R S

Major Funders, Grants and 
Contracts
Broadway Cares/Equity 
Fights AIDS

Elizabeth Taylor AIDS 
Foundation

Health Federation of 
Philadelphia

Henrietta Tower Wurts 
Memorial

Independence Foundation
Kline & Specter, P.C.
MAC AIDS Fund
New Jersey Interest on 
Lawyers' Trust Accounts 
(IOLTA)

Pennsylvania Interest on 
Lawyers' Trust Accounts 
(IOLTA)

Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Philadelphia Department of 
Public Health, Division of 
HIV Health 

The Philadelphia Foundation
Philly AIDS Thrift
Sero Project
Union Benevolent 
Association

ViiV Health Care

Gifts of $500 to $999
Jonathan Dyson

Heather Steinmiller
Glenn Sykes & Dirk Allen

Gifts of $250 to $499
Sandra Cadwalader
David Dunbeck
Ilana Eisenstein
Henry Fraimow &   
Jacqueline French

Nicholas Ifft, MD &     
Thomas Mendicino

Aaron Skrypski &                
Dr. Paul Farber

David W. Webber

Gifts of $100 to $249
Jane Bailey
Michael J. Burke
Joseph Cohn
Steve Demos &              
Roger Latham

William & Anne Ewing
Linda Gerson &             
Robert Meyer

Kevin Gisi
Roger Harris
Honorable Elizabeth Warren 
& Bruce Mann

Aretha Marshall
Harvey Rimerman
James  & Lesley Shepard

Richard Stineman
Coleman Terrell
Paul Uyehara & Mary Yee

Gifts of $50 to $99
Katherine Allen
Earle C. Beach
Patrick J. Egan
Blossom Frankel
Eva Gladstein
Gerald Gornish
Russell Hill
Michael Ippoliti
Colleen Kennedy &     
Michael Linders

Freddi Klassen
Beth LaPiene
Ruth Littrell
Bryn & Jeffrey Michaels
Judith R. Porter
Robert & Mary Kay Rohde
Jane Shull
Virginia Vera
Michael Weiss
Susan Wolfson

Gifts of $49 and under
Honorable Rodney 
Cunningham

Allie Fraser
William Freshwater &       

Carl Oberholtzer
Michael Schardt
Daniel F. Shay
Heshie Zinman &            
David Fischer

Workplace Giving Campaigns
Abbvie
Amazon Smile
Arthur J. Gallagher 
Foundation

Combined Federal Campaign
Fidelity Charitable
Nationwide Insurance
Network for Good
Penn Virginia Corporation
Truist Credit
United Way of SEPA
United Way of Tri-State

Gifts were made                       
in honor of:
Jane Shull

Gifts were made                       
in memory of:
Steve Goldfein
Stephen T. Hampton
Christopher Huhn
Norma Micheals

For each gift of $250 or more, 
we will send you a snazzy 
AIDS Law Project of Pennsyl-
vania T-shirt. Travel plans in 
the near future? Wear your AIDS 
Law Project T-shirt with pride. 
Share a photo of your travels, 
near or far, in your T-shirt and 
tag the AIDS Law Project of 
Pennsylvania. We will post it 
on our Facebook page and our 
website.

Make a gift,
and a fashion
statement

Ipanema Beach, Brazil

Piedmont Park, Atlanta, GAYardley train station, PA Baxter State Park, ME


