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The Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Commission (PHRC) has ruled that a 
tattoo shop that refused to tattoo a man 
living with HIV illegally discriminated 
against him.

The AIDS Law Project represented 
“John Grey,” who wanted to get a tat-
too of a phoenix, a mythological bird 
that symbolizes rebirth, immortality, 
and renewal. To John, the phoenix rep-
resented his status as a long-term sur-
vivor of HIV.

 In December 2022 he texted a tattoo 
artist in the small Central Pennsylva-

nia town where he lived. The artist was 
a relative of a close friend of his, who 
knew he was living with HIV. He didn’t 
hear anything back until January and 
when he did he was shocked, said Adri-
an M. Lowe, a senior staff attorney at 
the AIDS Law Project. The tattoo artist 
responded that he didn’t work on any-
one with a known blood-borne patho-
gen. HIV is John’s only blood-borne 
pathogen. 

Adrian contacted the business and 
advised that the science and the law 
were clear.  Universal Precautions, in-

troduced by the Centers for Disease 
Control in 1985, mostly in response to 
HIV, are the recommended guidelines 
to prevent HIV transmission in the 
workplace. Tattoo shops that utilize 
universal precautions can safely tattoo 
people living with HIV, and refusing to 
tattoo based on HIV is illegal discrimi-
nation and a violation of state and fed-
eral anti-discrimination laws. 

Adrian’s repeated attempts to ex-
plain the science and the law to the 
business were rebuffed.
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A few years ago, the AIDS 
Law Project helped create the 
PA HIV Policy Collaborative, 
a group that met intermit-
tently in-person to develop 
sound and equitable policies 
for people living with HIV.

Unfortunately, the bur-
den of statewide in-person 
meetings put our group on 
hold.

But now we’re back – and 
recast as a listserv! Ronda B. 
Goldfein, executive director 
of the AIDS Law Project, said 
such a service is vital to our 
community.

“In a time of great change 
in policy and resources, 

the AIDS Law Project be-
lieves it’s important that we 
strengthen our community 
by sharing information and 
resources,” Ronda said.

HIV Policy Collab 2.0 
will exchange information 
about any changes in state-
wide benefits and programs, 
share trends in services, dis-
pel rumors, and provide up-
dates on developing policy 
matters.

To join Collab 2.0, email 
collab2.0admin@aidslawpa.
org and request to be added 
to the listserv. Subscriptions 
may take up to three days to 

Continued on Page 6

State Policy Collaborative Is Back in Action

Interns Liam Sliva, Temple Class of 2029 (left), and Joelle 
Williams, Harvard Class of 2026, with Ronda B. Goldfein, 
executive director of the AIDS Law Project.
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Staying strong in        
a challenging time

Friends,

We at the AIDS Law Project remember the 
painful years when every week a client, friend, 
or community member died of HIV. Now we are 
seeing executive orders and funding cuts that 
may cause HIV to come roaring back.  

Since taking office for the second time in 
January, President Donald Trump signed 143 
executive orders as of May 4. Among them: 
federal agencies must end diversity, equity, and 
inclusion (DEI) practices; federal departments 
must define gender as an unchangeable male-
female binary determined by sex assigned at 
birth; transgender female athletes may not 
participate in girls’ and women’s sports teams; 
the Defense Department must ban transgender 
people from serving in the armed forces; federal 
funding is withheld from gender-affirming care 
for Americans under 19. 

In addition, the National Institutes of Health 
canceled hundreds of active grants focused on 
various aspects of HIV, including prevention, 
treatment, and research on specific populations, 
such as adolescents and LGBTQ+ individuals. 

These actions chip away at the dignity and 
self-respect of affected communities, leaving 
people to wonder about their rights. And 
uncertainty leads to not getting get tested and 
treated for HIV.

But we are staying strong. As of this writing, 
the AIDS Law Project’s funding is secure. Our 
services are unchanged. We will continue to 
represent folks who turn to us for help, often 
because they have nowhere else to go. We will 
reassure our clients that they have not lost their 
legal rights. We will protect the everyday needs 
of vulnerable populations.

We hope you can remain strong along 
with us.

F R O M  T H E
E X E C U T I V E
D I R E C T O R

N A V I G A T I N G  T H E  S Y S T E M

“Mary” was despondent 
when she first came to the 
AIDS Law Project in 2018, 
but when she visited again 
in April 2025 she was smil-
ing from ear to ear.

Born in Cote d’Ivoire, 
she had fled her war-torn 
country and moved to Ghana 
before coming to the United 
States on a tourist visa in 
2008.

She married a U.S. cit-
izen in 2016, but by 2018 
she realized she needed 
legal help,  so she turned to 
Yolanda French Lollis, the 
AIDS Law Project’s manag-
ing attorney.

“She had overstayed her 
tourist visa and was des-
perate,” Yolanda said. “She 
really didn’t have any place 
to go back to.”

Yolanda started an appli-
cation to get Mary a green 
card so she could stay in 
the U.S. with her husband. 
Documents such as a joint 
lease and joint bank state-
ments are ideal to prove the 
authenticity of a marriage, 
but this couple did not 
believe that a wife should 
be added to a husband’s 
accounts. 

Despite their conserva-
tive views, their marriage 
was authentic and the task 
fell to Yolanda to prove it.  
She meticulously assembled 

and printed a photo album 
of 40 pictures with a leg-
end showcasing the couple 
together at various times 
and events, including their 
wedding, holidays, family 
gatherings, and religious 
services.

“It was very labor inten-
sive,” Yolanda said.

The album was submitted 
along with her green card 
application to immigration 
officials. It was approved 
in March 2020 and Mary 
became a lawful permanent 
resident.

In 2024 she decided she 
wanted to become a U.S. 
citizen, but faced another 
hurdle. Although Mary’s 
vision is severely impaired, 
she was not eligible for the 
citizenship disability waiver.  
Yolanda made sure she had 
access to large print and 
audio and video study guides 
for the English and civics 
tests.

In April, Mary  success-
fully completed the natural-
ization interview, including 
the English and civics tests. 
At long last, her citizenship 
oath ceremony was sched-
uled for May 8.

“She was so excited,” 
Yolanda said when she vis-
ited the AIDS Law Project in 
April. “She just kept saying, 
‘I’m a citizen!’”

Guidance Helps Ease 
An Immigrant's 

Path to Citizenship

GOOD COUNSEL BY E-MAIL
Want to get the newsletter electronically? Sign up at   
AIDSLawPa.org/e-newsletter.



About three years ago a New Jersey man who owned a 
transportation business decided he needed to get an addi-
tional vehicle for his company. His husband, who had long-
term employment and stable credit, took out a loan to buy a 
used SUV for the business.

The loan terms turned out to be beyond the means of the 
couple, so they turned to Charlotte Hollander, a senior staff 
attorney for the AIDS Law Project. She had known the busi-
ness owner’s husband for many years and had represented 
him on other matters. 

“It was just a terrible loan,” Charlotte said. “He couldn’t 
keep up with the high interest rate on the payments.”

By the time they came to see Charlotte in November they 
were three months behind in payments and at risk of losing 
the vehicle to repossession.

“They were at the end of their rope,” Charlotte said. “The 
two men, both of who are living with HIV, built a successful 
business that was now at risk of going under, because of the 
high monthly interest rate on their loan.” 

Charlotte filed for Chapter 13 bankruptcy for them in 
Camden. Because the bankruptcy involved a business, they 
had to provide the trustee with six months of business re-
cords to prove they could afford a new agreement.

“It was a lot of work to get all the required paperwork.” 
Charlotte said. 

Charlotte asked the court to implement what is known 
as a “cramdown,” a plan that modifies or reduces a debt. 
Thanks to Charlotte’s diligence, in February the court grant-
ed the Chapter 13 and substantially reduced the interest rate 
on the loan from about 23 percent to 9.5 percent, which was 
based on the prime rate as of the bankruptcy filing date plus 
1.5 percent.

The creditor wanted $16,000 for the balance of the loan. 
The vehicle wasn’t worth nearly that much, and they settled 
on $11,000.

“We brought it down to an affordable amount so now 
they’re paying it off,” Charlotte said. “It was a weight lifted 
off their shoulders.”

'Cramdown' Plan Helps N.J. Couple Save Business

N A V I G A T I N G  T H E  S Y S T E M
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When It's Not Just the Client Who Needs Rescuing
The AIDS Law Project generally 

isn’t in the business of finding foster 
care for pets, but our work sometimes 
takes us in unexpected directions.

Marlon, a former client, got in 
touch with us concerning a dispute 
with the landlord of the subsidized 
apartment where he had lived for 20 
years. 

Shamus Brennan, the senior 
housing attorney at the AIDS Law 
Project, said resolving the dispute 
was more than Marlon, 67, could 
handle.

“He didn’t know what to do and 
felt paralyzed by the situation,” 
Shamus said.

Then it got worse.
Marlon had a heart attack in 

February 2024 and was hospitalized 
for an extended period, followed by a 
long stay in a rehabilitation facility. 
He ended up losing his apartment 
and many of his possessions.

On top of that Marlon was wor-
ried about what would happen to his 
beloved cat, Tigger. A friend took 
Tigger for a few weeks, but couldn’t 
continue to take care of the cat. 
Tigger was in danger of being put out 

on the street.
That’s when Shamus remembered 

that Arlene Vasquez, the AIDS Law 
Project’s administrative assistant, had 
rescued other cats. He asked her if 
she’d take Tigger and she didn’t hes-
itate. 

“That’s my calling,” Arlene said of 
rescuing cats. 

After being released from the reha-
bilitation facility Marlon stayed with 
a friend for a few months until one of 
our partner organizations found him a 
new apartment. Shamus helped with 
getting utilities turned on and other 
aspects of moving, including the deliv-
ery on a new bed.

Marlon and Tigger were happily 
reunited.

One remaining problem was that 
Marlon didn’t have any furniture other 
than his bed, but a solution soon presented 
itself. Another one of our clients was ill 
and planned to move in with relatives. 
He wanted to donate his furniture, so 
Shamus, Arlene, and her two sons moved 
his furniture to Marlon’s apartment.

“He was excited about a new start,” 
Shamus said. “It was a much better 
environment to be in.”Marlon and Tigger
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  LEGAL SERVICES IN 2024

In 2024, the AIDS Law Project worked on 1,807 cases for 1,113 clients.

LEGAL ISSUES WORKED ON BY TYPE

C L I E N T S  B Y  A G E C L I E N T S  B Y  R A C E

C L I E N T S  B Y  E T H N I C I T YC L I E N T S  B Y  G E N D E R
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 THE AIDS LAW PROJECT AT WORK

HIV Is Not a Crime Awareness Day 
was Feb. 28 and activists descended on 
Philadelphia City Hall.

Philadelphia’s elected officials and 
community leaders know that punish-
ing people simply because they have a 
virus does not make anyone safe and 
only contributes to the stigma facing 
people living with HIV. And stigma fu-
els the HIV epidemic. 

Their message was simple – today 
and every day HIV Is Not A Crime.

Not A Crime – Not Today, Not Ever
Proudly wear-
ing “HIV Is Not A 
Crime” buttons 
are, from left, Larry 
Krasner, Phila-
delphia District 
Attorney; Ronda 
Goldfein, AIDS Law 
Project; Keisha 
Hudson (Chief De-
fender) and Andrew 
Pappas (Manager 
Pretrial) of the De-
fender Association 
of Philadelphia.

Philadelphia City 
Councilmember 

Rue Landau, 
center, and 

supporters after 
she introduced 

a resolution 
designating Feb. 
28 as HIV Is Not 
a Crime Aware-

ness Day.

Two bills have been introduced 
in the Pennsylvania legislature that 
would remove the last reference to HIV 
in the Pennsylvania Criminal Code.

Prostitution is a misdemeanor 
in Pennsylvania, unless the person 
charged has HIV, and then it’s a felo-
ny, even if there was no physical con-
tact.

“Enhancing misdemeanor charges 
to a felony serves no legitimate law 

enforcement purpose and instead 
perpetuates stigma, which is a driver 
of the epidemic,” said Ronda B. Gold-
fein, executive director of the AIDS 
Law Project.

Sen. Vincent Hughes and Rep. Ben 
Waxman have introduced bills in their 
respective chambers that would re-
move the felony upgrade. Each bill has 
numerous cosponsors and has been 
referred to the Judiciary committees 

of each chamber.
The House Judiciary Committee 

has scheduled a hearing on the bill 
on June 2. The Senate hearing has not 
been scheduled.

HIV activists are encouraging peo-
ple to attend the hearing and voice 
their support for the bill.

The bills were also introduced last 
year but no action was taken by the 
end of the session.

State Lawmakers Move To End Criminalization
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 INSIDE THE AIDS LAW PROJECT

The AIDS Law Project is honored 
that Beth LaPiene joined our 
board of directors in 2024.

She is an Assistant General Coun-
sel at Temple University Health 
System, where she supports 
initiatives related to population 
health, research, ethics, and pa-
tient safety. 

Beth earned a MSPH in Health 
Policy & Management from 
UNC-Chapel Hill. Upon mov-
ing to Philadelphia in 2011, she 
began a decade-long career as 
a hospital administrator. She 
continued working full-time while 

attending Temple University’s 
Beasley School of Law’s evening 
program, earning her degree in 
2022. 

Her law school coursework and 
internships focused on legal and 
healthcare issues affecting the 
LGBTQ+ community and includ-
ed a practicum at Philadelphia 
FIGHT.  Beth is admitted to prac-
tice in Pennsylvania.

The AIDS Law Project also sends 
best wishes to Beth and her wife 
Sarah Hunter, who were mar-
ried May 2 at the Wyck Historic 
House & Garden in Germantown.

At right, Phoebe Haddon, chancellor emer-
ita and professor of law at Rutgers Univer-
sity - Camden, thanks the Philadelphia Bar 

Foundation for its 
Trailblazer Award 
given posthumous-
ly to her husband, 
Frank McClellan, 
professor at Temple 
University Beasley 
School of Law, as 
their daughter Cara 
McClellan and his 
sons Malik and Tous-
sant look on. Frank 
served on the board 

of the AIDS Law Project for more than two 
decades before he passed away in 2023.

process. Please check your spam fold-
er if you don’t receive the listserv wel-
come email.

Once you are added to the Collab 2.0 
group, you can post to it by emailing 
pa-hiv-policy-collab@googlegroups.

com. We want to hear from you. Col-
lab 2.0 is intended for public advocacy 
work. Do not share client-specific mat-
ters.

Requests for legal assistance can be 
made online at: https://www.aidslaw-
pa.org/need-legal-help/ or by calling 
215-587-9377, M-F 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

We are not vetting subscribers and 

expect all will be allies. But as a word 
of internet caution, do not share infor-
mation you would not want disclosed 
beyond our network.

The AIDS Law Project wishes to 
thank our interns Liam Sliva, Temple 
Class of 2029 and Joelle Williams, Har-
vard Class of 2026, for their brain pow-
er in launching the listserv.

Collaborative
Continued from Page 1

Longtime Board 
Member Honored 
Posthumously

Beth LaPiene Joins Board of Directors
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“They double downed every 
time,” Adrian said.

Adrian and Ronda B. Gold-
fein, executive director of the 
AIDS Law Project, filed a com-
plaint with the PHRC alleging 
a violation of the state’s an-
ti-discrimination law. The PHRC 
found probable cause that illegal 
discrimination occurred and set 
a hearing date in July 2024. In 
preparation for the hearing, the 
AIDS Law Project called Dr. Luis 
Montaner of the Wistar Institute 
as an expert witness to testify 
how HIV is transmitted and how 
transmission can be prevented. 

Dr. Montaner’s videotaped 
deposition was played at the 
hearing, reiterating that as long 
as universal precautions are fol-
lowed people living with HIV are 
not a risk in the workplace.  

At the public hearing, Adri-
an and Ronda represented John 
and Pennsylvania Human Rela-
tions Commission Deputy Chief 
Counsel Morgan Williams and 
Deputy Assistant Chief Counsel 

Michelle L. Smith represented 
the interests of the Common-
wealth. 

On Jan. 29, 2025, the Com-
mission issued an order finding 
that the tattoo shop discrimi-
nated against our client because 
he is living with HIV, in viola-
tion of state law.

“John felt vindicated and 
proud, and we are proud of him 
for calling out injustice when he 
experienced it,” Adrian said. 

The Order provides that the 
tattoo shop:

 • Cease and desist from dis-
criminating against individ-
uals due to their disability.

 • Pay $5,000 as compensato-
ry damages for the embar-
rassment and humiliation he 
suffered.

 • Pay $1,000 to the Pennsylva-
nia Human Relations Com-
mission as a civil penalty.
To read the order go to 

h t t p s : / / w w w . a i d s l a w p a .
org/.../2025/01/BR-v-Hettinger.
pdf.

Tattoo
Continued from Page 1
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The long-running lawsuit to 
prevent Safehouse from opening 
an overdose prevention center 
in Philadelphia continued at a 
hearing April 9 before the Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Philadelphia first sued Safe-
house in 2019 after it announced 
plans to open an overdose pre-
vention center.

Safehouse is appealing a 2024 
federal district court decision re-
jecting its right to exercise its re-
ligious beliefs by saving lives.

Ronda B. Goldfein, executive 

director of the AIDS Law Proj-
ect and vice president of Safe-
house, said the opioid overdose 
crisis has continued unabated 
throughout the legal battle.

“It’s been six years since 
Safehouse was sued by the fed-
eral government,” Ronda said. 
“Close to 10,000 people have 
died of overdose in Philadelphia, 
as this case has been winding 
through the legal system.”

Ilana H. Eisenstein, of DLA 
Piper LLP (US), argued Safe-
house’s position before a three-
judge panel in Pittsburgh.

Federal Circuit Court
Hears Safehouse Appeal
Legal Battle Still Unresolved After Six Years
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Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation
Anton Robinson
Sandra L. Thompson

Gifts of $100 to $249
Mark W. Ansley & Peter Miller
Richard D. Atkins
Jose Benitez & Kevin Gisi
Richard Berkman
Charlotte Bliss
Thomas & Anne Brophy
Douglas F. Cowen
David D'Amico
Samuel Del Propost
Steve Demos & Roger Latham
David Dunbeck
William Ewing
Carla Figlia
Anthony & Meghan 

Fotopoulos
Jeremy C. Gelb
Linda Gerson & Robert Meyer
Gloria M. Gilman
Allan Goldberg
Donald D. Groff &            

Kriste Lindemeyer
Lois Hagarty
William Martin Heinzen
Sheila J. Henry
Thomas Holland
John Jerzak
Alan & Pamela Kosansky

Donald & Vicki Kramer
Seth Kreimer
Beth LaPiene
Katharine & Victor Lidz
Donald M. Millinger
Mary J. Mullany
Allison Nichol
Judge Lisa Rau
Christine Red & Michael Wax
Timothy Reed
Jessica M. Robbins &        

Amy Ellen Hirsch
Heather Rose
Louis & Carolyn Rulli
Inga Saffron & Ken Kalfus
Sarah Schalman-Bergen
Peter Schneider &           

Susan DeJarrett
Mark Segal
Christine Speidel
Paul Steeno
Anne Taylor
Ellen M. Tedaldi
Coleman Terrell
Mary Evelyn Torres
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren & 

Bruce Mann 
William W Warren, Jr
Jeffery W. Whitt
Marcia Wilkof

Gifts of $50 to $99
Maurice Copeland
Hannah Cutler &             

Robert Levesque
Blossom Frankel
Thomas Gayer
Eva Gladstein
Peter Goldberger &          

Anna Durbin
Firoz Jameel
Theresa Jansen
Julia Klein
Enid Krasner &                   

Alan Rothenberg
Paul Kruper
Bradley Levan &              

Karen Shanoski
Michael Linders &          

Colleen Kennedy
Roderick MacNeil
Leslie Matthews
Lawrence & Karen Metzger
Byron Pacheco
Judith R. Peters
Gerald  Porter
Jerry & Carole Rothstein
Joseph A. Ruzic
Michael Salmanson &         

Tobi Zemsky
Jane Shull
Walter H. Tsou
Kyle Victor

James & Rita Wright

Gifts of $49 and under
Michael Caban
Willard Dellicker
Laconia Fleming
Daryn Forgeron
Lea Keil & Eliot Garson
Dennis Gerhart
Martha Turner Green
Gail & Henry Hauptfuhrer
Nia Holston
Michael Lombardi
Kenneth M. Lynn
Ronald P. Maurais
Bryn & Jeffrey Michaels
Robert & Mary Kay Rohde
Walter & Peg Rosewitski
Thomas Scott
Randi G. Shayne
Raymond Simon
Steven Slaterbeck
James Toole
Ruth Woudenberg &      

James Hatton

Workplace Giving Campaigns
Abbvie
Amazon Smile
Arthur J. Gallagher 

Foundation
Combined Federal Campaign
Fidelity Charitable
Nationwide Insurance
Network for Good
Penn Virginia Corporation
Truist Credit
United Way of SEPA
United Way of Tri-State

Gifts were made in honor of:
Tom Bender
Chris Bartlett
Jacob Eden 
Ronda Goldfein 
Jane Shull
Arlene Vasquez 

Gifts were made in memory of:
Barbara Bartlett
Ed Bomba
Tom Fox
Robert J. Franco
Steven Goldfein
Christopher Huhn
Bernice Kosansky
Frank McClellan
John Petsinger
Judith Porter
Ven Potts
George & Halina Preston
Ken Sherrill
Allen & Nick Talone


